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1779 *The Law School* 1995
Law School Chronology
June 1, 1779
Thomas Jefferson, elected Governor of
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and
one of the Visitors of the William and
Mazy College, effected the elimination
of the Granunar School, two professorships of Divinity and Oriental languages, and created a professorship of
Anatomy, Medicine and Chemistry, a
professorship of Modem languages,
and a professorship of Law and Police.

country, including such Acts of the
British Parliament as have been
adopted by our Constitution."

1862

Twenty-one years after Blackstone, as
Vinerian professor at Oxford, became
the first professor of law in the English
speaking world, George C. Wythe was
appointed to the Chair of Law and
Police at the College of William and
Mary, a position he would hold until
1790.

The College of William and Mary was
forced to close after being burned by
Northern troops. The College holds
the distinction of being the only college in the South that was intentionally
destroyed. The College was to remain
closed until 1888. By the time the
College was forced to close, it had
trained 16 members of the Continental
Congress; 4 signers of the Declaration
of Independence; 3 Presidents of the
United States; 4 Judges of the United
States Supreme Court; 27 Governors;
29 United States Senators; 4 Speakers
of the United States House of Representatives; 13 Cabinet Officers; 22
Judges of the Supreme Court of Virginia; 19 Ambassadors and Ministers;
58 Congressmen; and 11 Generals.

1790

1888

Sl George Tucker (commonly referred
to as "The American Blackstone") was
appointed to the Chair of Law and
Police, which·he held uritil1804. Ca.
1792, be scripted the "Plan for Conferring Degrees on the Students of Law in
the University of William and Mary,"
which stated in part that "Previous to
his admission to his Degree he shall
undergo a private examination by the
professors either separately or collectively, and must be well acquainted
with I-IisUxy, both ancient and modem;
the Constitution and policy of the ancient republics, as well as those of our
O\\n days, but above all with that of the
United States of America in their
foederal (sic) Capacity and that of
Virginia in Particular. He shall be
well versed in Ethics, the Law of Nations, and the municipal Laws of his

The College of William and Mary
reopened to students, yet the Chair of
Law and Police was to remain vacant
untill920.

December 4, 1779

1901
The College of William and Mary
became a state supported institution.
The state made no provision for revival of the pioneer curriculum in legal
education.

September, 1920
The first law courses were reintroduced to the college.

January 14, 1922
The Marshall-Wythe School of Government and Citizenship formally
opened A pamphlet circulated during
the era in an attempt to fund two professorships at the Marshall-Wythe
School of Government and Citizenship
(The John Marshall Chair of Constitutional Historv and Law and The
George Wyth~ Chair of Governmental
and International Law) stated the following: "The great need of presentday education is to train the coming
generation to a conception of the duties
of citizenship as well as its privileges.
The treatment for anarchy should be
prophylactic rather than curative. This
school is intended, not for expectant
lawyers alone, but for expectant citizens; though the full course will have
in view an adequate preparation for
public life in legislative, educational,
or diplomatic lines, as well as legal. It
is, however, an academical course,
designed to lead to the A.B. degree.
The preliminary subjects are already
being given at the College, as follows:
First year: English, Mathematics,
Science, Latin. Second Year: English,
Latin, French (with Spanish or Italian
as electives), Political Science, History, Psychology. Third year: History,
Economics, Philosophy, Finance and
Commerce."

Fall, 1923
A full three-year program began at the
School of Jurisprudence, a subdivision
ofthe Marshall-Wythe School of Government and Citizenship.

December 13, 1932
The American Bar Association extended formal accreditation to the law
program.

May, 1939
In the May, 1939, the Board of Visitors yielded to the combined forces of
variously motivated public groups in
combination with small law enrollment
and, without previous notice, announced to the press that the Law
School was being abolished. During
final examinations, seven law students
(Judge R. William Arthur '38, ' 40;
Tim Hanson '39, ' 40; Harold
Gouldman '37, '40; Bob Simpson ' 38,
'40; Ralph Baker, '39; Jimmy Watkins
'38, '40; and Jack Garrett '40) reacted
with swift activity. So general was the
outcry, in-state and out, that the board
reversed its action a week later, and a
formal statement was released: "Gentleman, the board has reached its action of last week, and has decided not
only to retain the law school, but to
strengthen it in every way."

September; 1953
The Marshall-Wythe School of Governrnent and Citizenship became the
Marshall-Wythe School of Law. The
curriculi.I.Pl was expanded to include a
Master of Law and Taxation, the first
degree of its kind.

September 25, 1954
Ceremonies in Celebration of the Beginning of the Jolm Marshall Bicentennial Year and the I 75th Anniversary of
the First Chair of Law in the United
States. The busts of Marshall, Wythe,
and Blackstone sculpted by Felix W.
de Weldon, were presented to the law
school during the festivities. These
busts are currently on display in the
lobby.

1965
The law school initiated the University
of Exeter surnrner program.

1966
The Marshall-Wythe Medallion (with
bas-relief profiles of John Marshall
and George Wythe on the obverse and
the College's coat of arms on thereverse) was approved by faculty. The
recipient is to be selected leaders of
the legal profession in the United
States and abroad. Most notably recipients have included: Noris Darrel,
President of the American Law Institute; Arthur L. Goodhart, Editor, Law
Quarterly Review and Master of University College, Oxford; Justices
Lewis F. Powell, Tom C. Clark, Warren E. Burger, William J. Brennan Jr.
and Thurgood Marshall of the United
States Supreme Court; Oliver W. Hill,
Attorney at Law; and most recently

Henna Hill Kay, Dean and Jennings
Professor, University of California at
Berkeley School of Law.

September, 1970
Entering class more than doubled, as
new students total 182. (1969's entering class totaled 76.)

March, 1971
TheMarch4, 1971 editionoftheAmicus Curiae stated that "A petition was
submitted by the S.B.A. suggesting the
adoption of a policy of posting fmal
grades at the end of each semester. A
student's exam number or social security number might be used on all exams and also for posting grades. This
would be faster and more efficient than
having post cards mailed out by the
professor or the Dean's Office. A
separate proposal has also suggested
that class-rankings be available to
students and that the distribution of
grades in each course be available."

September, 1971
A petition for a separate Graduation
Ceremony for the law school was forwarded to the College for consideration.

February 25, 1975
The Amicus Curiae reported "The
Law School will be permitted to have
a separate graduation ceremony provided it is held after the general College commencement exercises. The
reason for this requirement, according
to President Thomas Graves, is that all
degrees are conferred by the President
at a single College commencement,
and no independent ceremony can be
held until after degrees are conferred."

September 13, 1980
Dedication of current Law School
facility.

1992

Dean Timothy J. Sullivan is selected to
be the 25th President of the College of
William and Mary.
October, 1995
Homecoming '95, "Raising The
Roof," will conclude with the Law
School's "Casino Night" to be held in
the lobby of the law school. Tickets
are $10 if purchased in advance, or
$12 at the door.

October, 1971

COMING ATTRACfiONS

The October 31 , 1971 edition of the
Amicus Curiae stated that "The current message coming forth from our
illustrious President, Alan Enderle, is
that we will not see a separate graduation ceremony at the co!Iege for the
law school this year. The general
indication, as stated by Mr. Enderle, is
that members of the faculty of THE
COLLEGE seem to have some misgivings over such a program. Such a
profound reasoning as statements to
the effect of 'if we let the law school
have it, all of the other graduate departments will want to have their own
private graduation,' seem to be the
basis of denial to our request . . . A
FAIR and IMPARTIAL consideration
of the separate graduation idea by the
'powers that be' is all we ask. A negative decision ought to be supported by
VALID reasons."

October 24-26 Using Westlaw to
Apply for Judicial Clerkships
(Times TBA - Sign up at the Circulation Desk in the Library.)
October 26-28 Homecoming
October 28 Casino Night
October 30-November 1 Using Lexis
to .Apply for Ju?icial Clerkships
(Tlffies TBA- S1gn up at the Circulation Desk in the Library.)

November, 1974
Law School separated from College's
calendar, as the Faculty Curriculum
Committee unanimously voted to recommend to the faculty the retention of
exams after December 25 .
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